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of the arts and sciences he developed. It is thus a
record of the spiritual, religious and aesthetic life
of a people as well as of its literary, scientific and
political life. The religion and spirituality of a people
give intimations of its soul. Its arts are the flowering
of its inner aesthesis5 an expression of its cult of the
Beautiful. Its science and literature indicate the
growth of its mental life. And its political strivings
exhibit the evolutionary stages through which its
vital-physical being passes acquiring more and more
competence to organise and strengthen its corporate
Iiving3 the chrysalis of the future unity of the race.
History in this sense is a study of all the various
creative activities of mart. But in order that it may be
a living organic whole it must point to the common
ultimate goal towards which all these activities are
leading,, and probing beyond its normal depths,
discover those deeper springs in man from where
comes to him the impulsion to undertake his ad-
ventures in the world of csweetness and light3 in
which lies the seed of Ms ultimate perfection.

II

It is unfortunate that history today should in most
cases be so apathetic to its own high ideal and unable
to discharge fully its noble mission. Of the many
external forms in which the collective being of man
manifests itself, that of politics has become most
powerful and governs almost every field of human